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2002 Royal Australian Institute of Architects (RAIA), Environment Award Energy Efficient Design
2002 Royal Australian Institute of Architects (RAIA), Conservation Award

2001 TAS & Francis Greenway Society, Bronze Medal, Green Building Awards (in association with
Advanced Environmental Concepts)

2001 Energy Australia National Trust Heritage Awards, Winner Adaptive Reuse, Corporate/Government
C1 (in association with Design 5)

2001 Master Builders Award (in association with Buildcorp)
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"Adaptive reuse is increasingly seen as an alternative to the
either/or scenario of demolition or sentimental preservation.
With their award-winning restoration and extension of
Woollahra Council's Redleaf Building Allen Jack+Cottier have
enhanced a beautiful and iconic site on Sydney’s Eastern
SUbUFbS foreshore.” Paul McGillick, Monument, August/September 2001
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Awards

2002 Royal Australian Institute of Architects (RAIA), Environment Award Energy Efficient Design
2002 Royal Australian Institute of Architects (RAIA), Conservation Award

2001 TAS & Francis Greenway Society, Bronze Medal, Green Building Awards (in association with
Advanced Environmental Concepts)

2001 Energy Australia National Trust Heritage Awards, Winner Adaptive Reuse, Corporate/Government
C1 (in association with Design 5)

2001 Master Builders Award (in association with Buildcorp)

Set in extensive landscaped gardens, Redleaf is one of the few surviving mid-
nineteenth century grand mansions that once dominated the eastern foreshore of
Sydney Harbour. The Victorian Italianate style home was constructed in 1863 as the
residence for William Benjamin Walker, the son of a leading colonial trader, and has

REDLEAF — WOOLLAHRA been occupied by Woollahra Council since the 1960s. Allen Jack+ Cottier's sensitive
MunicipaL Counci adaptive reuse of the grand historic home to provide new office space for the Council
536 New South juxtaposes contemporary elements with historical character. Rather than an arranged

[MML';‘K‘ 1\:\“\[ marriage of old and new, the design is more a union of equal partners, in which the

old and the new enhance each other. The project is a good example of the innovation,
lateral thinking and integration of architecture, landscape, urban and sustainable design
offered by Allen Jack+Cottier.
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Redleaf Park is the largest government owned landholding on the eastern suburbs
foreshore of Sydney Harbour. Allen Jack+ Cottier's masterplan for the Park recreated
the ltalian landscape concept of a mansion on a raised terrace, with plantings arranged
to frame the sensational harbour views to the north.

Central to the restoration of the original mansion was the sensitive integration 2,000m?2
of new office facilities into the heritage site. Rather than provide yet another crude add-
on, the key to Allen Jack+Cottier’'s solution lay in the innovative adaptive reuse of the
existing building. Through the removal of unsympathetic additions and the burying of
the new office accommodation in front of the old house (and below the garden), and
extending a new garden forecourt across the new building, the grandeur of the original
mansion has been restored.
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"Adaptive reuse is increasingly seen as an alternative to the
either/or scenario of demolition or sentimental preservation.
With their award-winning restoration and extension of
Woollahra Council's Redleaf Building Allen Jack+Cottier have
enhanced a beautiful and iconic site on Sydney’s Eastern
SUbUFbS foreshore.” Paul McGillick, Monument, August/September 2001
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The new office space is at the forefront of ‘green’ technology. Natural cooling, ventilation
and lighting systems replace artificial support systems 75 percent of the time, bringing
significant savings in running costs. The natural ventilation system operates until it reaches
predetermined (and controllable) temperatures, when an air-conditioning system cuts in.
Thermal chimneys at the back of the office area provide ventilation and help to moderate
internal temperatures, aided by the earth-sheltered roof and walls. Curved Perspex®
reflectors diffuse sunlight entering the office space from the lightwells on the terrace, while
light shelves and vertical fins on the exterior of the building reflect light from the windows.
The outcome is a unique and comfortable working environment for the Council staff, and
greatly increased amenity of the civic centre.
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